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Fight for Humanity’s Mission

Fight for Humanity is a non-partisan, impartial and independent NGO
that works for the fulfilment of the human rights of individuals affected
by armed conflict or violence. The organization relies on International
Human Rights Law to actively promote, through dialogue, training, and
awareness-raising campaigns, the basic rules that guarantee the respect
for human dignity.

Fight for Humanity believes that a strong respect for human rights is a
condition to build sustainable peace and has prioritized four human
rights areas that it estimates essential to support peace efforts: cultural
rights, including the protection of cultural heritage; freedom from
discrimination and the promotion of the rights of women and girls; child
rights; and freedom of expression. 
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2021 was Fight for Humanity’s third year of existence and the second year of the global
COVID-19 pandemic. Despite challenges in 2021, we obtained funding for and
implemented five projects to promote human rights in areas of conflict. Jointly with our
partners, we worked hard to improve the terrible conditions of children in detention, end
the recruitment of child soldiers, protect invaluable cultural artefacts threatened by the
conflict and promote victims’ rights and voices. 

With the support of talented and committed students, we undertook research on the
implementation of the Women, Peace and Security agenda by non-state armed actors
and initiated research on such actors and freedom of expression. 
 
Implementing the projects, monitoring the impact, looking for new partnerships,
advocating, reinforcing finance and human resources, developing new policies, and
conducting research, 2021 proved to be an extremely busy year. We would like to thank
our donors who made the results we got possible, as well as our supporters and
partners who continue to believe in our work.  
 
Throughout the year, we kept committed to our initial belief, that advocating for a better
respect for human rights is not only necessary for the people living in areas of conflict,
but it is also possible. Our operational activities, including research, aim to help
understand, provide, and even create positive examples of human rights
implementation in conflict areas. Of course, it is not always easy and straightforward, but
it is possible and, we believe, necessary, to work towards creating a change even in an
age where democratic values are challenged and accountability towards human rights is
weakened. 

 



Our Main Achievements in 2021

Fight for Humanity, and its local partner 
Orient Association secured, organized 
and documented thousands of artefacts 
in North East Syria. Discussions around 
conservation measures to be undertaken 
for unique Roman mosaics were also 
started. The team also built local 
capacity for heritage protection, and 
raised awareness amongst students on 
the importance of protecting the region’s 
exceptional heritage.  
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SUPPORTING 700
DETAINED

CHILDREN IN
SYRIA  

Fight for Humanity supported more than
700 detained children from ISIS-related
families with emergency aid and the
improvement of their detention
conditions, bringing them educational,
recreational, and psychosocial support.
These efforts were coupled with
advocacy work for the children's
reintegration or repatriation to their
home countries. 

PROTECTING AND 
PROMOTING 

CULTURAL 
HERITAGE FOR 

PEACE AND 
RECONCILIATION 

IN SYRIA  
 



For a second year, Fight for Humanity 
continued to support the 
implementation of the Action Plan 
signed between the Syrian Democratic 
Forces (SDF) and the United Nations (UN) 
to end the recruitment and use of 
children. Following advocacy work and 
measures put in place by the SDF, 
hundreds of children were identified and 
separated, hundreds of fighters and 
civilian authorities were trained on the 
Action Plan, and the general population 
was made aware of the Action Plan 
through video campaigns. 
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Fight for Humanity worked to build 
partnerships and start new projects for 
2022, notably a research project on 
Women Peace and Security with the 
Berghof Foundation and a project to 
reinforce social cohesion in the Nineveh 
and Kirkouk area in Iraq with the United 
Nations, Public Aid Organization and the 
Alliance of Iraqi Minorities. 

PREPARING THE
GROUND FOR

TWO NEW
PROJECTS IN

2022

WORKING
TOWARDS ENDING
THE RECRUITMENT

OF CHILDREN IN
NORTH EAST SYRIA 

With the support of Fight for Humanity,
dozens of victims’ organizations from
North East Syria created a platform to
promote and defend the right to truth,
accountability and just reparation for the
thousands of victims of Islamic State in
Iraq and Syria (ISIS) in the region. 

A VOICE FOR
VICTIMS OF ISIS

 IN SYRIA 



After the 2019 defeat of ISIS by the international coalition led by the US and the SDF,
over 10'000 ISIS combatants were captured alongside their families. While the
combatants are being held in detention centers, their relatives now live in camps.
Hundreds of boys have also been separated from their families in the camps and
sent to temporary detention centers, reportedly for security reasons.  

In mid-August 2021, Fight for Humanity and its local partner, Purity, in collaboration
with Rights Defense Initiative and Heartland Alliance International, and with the
support of Medico International, started a project to support more than 700 of these
children in two detention centers with basic educational, social, and recreational
activities. The objective is to provide hope and facilitate their future reintegration
into society. The ground was prepared to conduct an individual assessment of the
children and initiate advocacy efforts for a solution for them outside the detention
centers – reintegration in their communities when possible or repatriation for the
foreigners. 

Securing access to the detention centers through several meetings with the
detention administration. Fight for Humanity and partners are amongst a limited
number of organizations allowed to visit the children.  
Training for 18 select staff members of the prison administration on Human
Rights Law with a specific focus on child rights in detention. A flyer and an
educational video developed by Fight for Humanity were used for the training. 
Advocacy towards 60 humanitarians and diplomats concerning the emergency of
the situation of these children through a webinar organized on 22 December
2021. 
 

Our Projects in 2021

Supporting Detained Children in Syria
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Context

Action

Main Results

https://www.heartlandalliance.org/heartland-alliance-international/
https://www.medico.de/fr/
https://3848af19-2ed2-4045-b6ea-b721d748e98d.usrfiles.com/ugd/3848af_a3f16bff18f84152b88b8448c5bdf523.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Dj-mHX36jt4
https://www.fightforhumanity.org/post/detained-children-from-isis-related-families-how-to-best-protect-their-rights-in-ne-syria


After a first emergency project in 2020, Fight for Humanity started a more complete
project to protect cultural heritage in North East Syria in 2021. In partnership with
Orient Association, Fight for Humanity worked to protect thousands of artefacts and
created a digital database to record and documents each of them. The team also
increased the support among local authorities and the population, notably youth, for
the protection of cultural heritage through interactive sessions and campaigns, and
explored solutions to protect 50 unique Roman mosaic tablets. 

The ongoing Syrian conflict and the economic crisis is continuing to have dramatic
implications on the country’s cultural heritage. Syrian artefacts and historical sites
have been exposed to vandalism, destruction, looting, and smuggling. In North East
Syria alone, several hundred historical sites in need of protection have been
identified, and tens of thousands of artefacts are still stored in poor conditions. In
this context, Fight for Humanity, with the support of the ALIPH Foundation, continued
its project with local partners to protect this invaluable heritage. The revalorization of
the region’s common past is meant to facilitate peacebuilding efforts and further
inspire similar initiatives. 
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Protecting and Promoting Cultural Heritage for Peace and
Reconciliation in Syria

Context

Action

https://www.aliph-foundation.org/
https://www.aliph-foundation.org/
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Main Results

Organized and secured a warehouse hosting more than 7'000 artefacts. 
Created a database and started to record and document these artefacts.
Produced an informational flyer for civilians on the prevention of looting of
cultural heritage.
Drafted a booklet to be distributed to the students as part of cultural heritage
awareness-raising activities. 
Prepared training modules on international norms protecting cultural heritage
and key concepts. 
Created and disseminated two videos to explain the action: one about the
securing of artefacts and one about the protection of the Nabada Palace
conducted in 2020. 

In 2021, Fight for Humanity and its local partner, Orient Association: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oD3431h08lM&ab_channel=FightforHumanity
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oD3431h08lM&ab_channel=FightforHumanity
https://www.youtube.com/watch?app=desktop&v=UrLttwPMx5o&ab_channel=FightforHumanity


Killings, rape and forced displacement are examples of abuses endured by civilians in
Syria and Iraq during the conflict against the Islamic State of Iraq and Syria (ISIS).
Fight for Humanity believes that victims and survivors of armed conflicts must be at
the core of any recovery process, as their role is pivotal for a meaningful transitional
justice and a lasting social reconciliation. However, while the military defeat of ISIS
should have represented a unique opportunity to overcome the conflict’s atrocities,
not enough effort has been put to achieve accountability and truth-seeking.  

This project started in 2020 with the capacitation of dozens of victims’ organizations
in North East Syria, building on a conference organized in 2019. In 2021, Medico
International and Fight for Humanity supported and led several workshops to create
a platform for victims to promote and defend the right to truth, accountability, and
restorative justice for thousands of victims of ISIS in the region. 

9Fight for Humanity - 2021 Annual Report 

Giving a Voice to ISIS Victims in North East Syria 

Context

Action

Main Results
The organization of three workshops gathering victims’ organizations, lawyers,
women's groups, tribal leaders, local authorities, and victims from different
communities including Arabs, Kurds, Assyrians, Armenians, Syriacs and Yezidis to
discuss the objectives and means of action of the victim platform. 
The creation of the platform in May 2021 at a meeting with more than 50
participants. In their founding documents, the committee formulated 11 main
demands for ISIS victims, including the need to be part of any judicial process. 

https://www.fightforhumanity.org/post/8-recommendations-for-solving-the-issue-of-members-of-the-islamic-state-detained-in-north-east-syria


The SDF and the Self-Administration of North East Syria signed an Action Plan on 29
June 2019 with the UN. Through this Action Plan, the SDF, with the support of the
Self-Administration, committed to ending and preventing the recruitment and use
of children under the age of 18, and further identifying and separating boys and
girls currently within its ranks. Since December 2019, Fight for Humanity has been
supporting the implementation of this Action Plan. 
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Fight for Humanity delivered trainings for SDF and the Internal Security Forces (ISF),
and local authorities, and also provided technical support in the development of
policies and mechanisms for preventing recruitment. Fight for Humanity also
conducted awareness-raising sessions and online video campaigns on the
prevention of child recruitment, the release of children, and the protection of
education and healthcare, which targeted a large range of key actors and
population.  

Working Towards Ending Child Recruitment in North East Syria 

Context

Action
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Main Results

Hundreds of children under 18 were identified and/or separated from the SDF or  
turned down when they tried to the join the SDF.
Training of 47 SDF and ISF officers, 10 participants from civil society organization,
and 19 members of civilian councils on the Action Plan and child protection.
Following advocacy work, the SDF adopted military instructions, ensuring delivery
and safe access to health care without discrimination.
Acceptance of the e-learning platform by SDF as tool to reinforce the
dissemination of the Action Plan and the related rules putting it into practices to
all fighters 
More than 545'000 people living in the area were reached on social media
through a video / image campaign on the rules of the action plan  
Creation of a booklet that includes the latest military instructions issued by SDF
on the prohibition of child recruitment, the protection of education and
healthcare, and on the complaint mechanisms.  



Fight for Humanity continued its webinar series launched in May 2020, with the
purpose of providing its audience with first-hand accounts from the ground. 2021’s
events were aimed at having a positive and proactive focus on human rights,
humanitarian issues, and peace, and providing greater context on our current
projects. In 2021, Fight for Humanity organized three online webinars, reaching
hundreds of people. 

Speakers:  The Head of Foreign Affairs Office of the Autonomous Administration of
North East Syria, the Director of the Bulan Institute for Peace Innovations, and a
Senior Legal Advisor who is the executive coordinator of the Geneva Peacebuilding
Platform.  
 
Links: Summary and Video Recording Here 

Webinar Series: “First-hand Views on Human 
Rights and Peace” 
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Detained children from ISIS-related families: How to best protect
their rights in North East Syria – 22 December 

https://www.fightforhumanity.org/post/detained-children-from-isis-related-families-how-to-best-protect-their-rights-in-ne-syria


Speakers: Members of Orient Association (Syria), Members of Ruaa Center (Yemen),
and a doctor from Horn Heritage Organization (Somalia and Somaliland) along with a
member from the ALIPH Foundation 

Topics: Discussion highlighting the progress, successes, and challenges in
operationalising the protection of cultural heritage in each speaker's respective
country.  
 
Links: Summary and Video Recording Here 

Preventing the recruitment of children associated with non-state
armed actors – 29 April

Speakers: The UN Special Representative of the Secretary-General for Children and
Armed Conflict, the Head of Legal Affairs and Human Rights, the Coordination of
Azawad Movements (CMA) from Mali, the SPLM representative to the High
Committee of the Joint Peace Agreement from Sudan, and the UK Ambassador for
Human Rights. 

Links: Summary and Video Recording Here 

How to best protect cultural heritage during conflict? Answers
from three professionals – 20 October 
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https://www.fightforhumanity.org/post/cultural-heritage-during-conflict-cooperation-between-local-and-international-organizations
https://www.fightforhumanity.org/post/webinar-report-preventing-the-recruitment-of-children-associated-with-non-state-armed-actors


In February 2021, Fight for Humanity's Co-Director and Founder, Anki Sjöberg, co-
authored a blog on the prevention of conflict-related sexual violence with a number
of experts in the area. This blog presented crucial conclusions from research and
practice on the prevention of sexual violence in conflict situations, aimed towards
policy makers. Read the blog here.  

Research, Policy & Outreach
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Publications 

During the 43rd session of the Human Rights Council in July 2020, Fight for Humanity
organized an online event hosted by France, Slovenia, and Liechtenstein. The
webinar discussed the existing gaps in the application of Human Rights to non-state
parties to armed conflict and featured a highly qualified, all-woman, panel of human
rights and humanitarian practitioners and academics. Read the report here.  

In March of 2021, Fight for Humanity released a study presenting the lessons learned
from the process of separation and reintegration of children from the ranks of the
Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia - People’s Army (FARC-EP) in Colombia.
Read the study here.  

Webinar Report- “Mind the Gap: Human Rights and Non-State Parties to
Armed Conflict” 

Shared Learning: the Separation and Reintegration of Children from the
FARC-EP 

New Perspectives on Preventing Conflict-Related Sexual Violence - IPI
Global Observatory 

https://bit.ly/3sfr5B1
https://bit.ly/3vHKrBW
https://bit.ly/3vHKrBW
https://dead753f-d93a-47ef-8351-0979c58ffb3e.usrfiles.com/ugd/dead75_fd0f63ca78de4731b540292a7d3457f8.pdf
https://dead753f-d93a-47ef-8351-0979c58ffb3e.usrfiles.com/ugd/dead75_fd0f63ca78de4731b540292a7d3457f8.pdf
https://www.fightforhumanity.org/post/shared-learning-the-separation-and-reintegration-of-children-from-the-farc-ep
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Other Events

In 2021, Fight for Humanity conducted research on the implementation of the
Women, Peace and Security agenda by non-state armed actors with students at the
Geneva Graduate Institute. The preliminary findings were presented to a group of
Women, Peace and Security experts on 9 December 2021. This research contained a
global mapping and some preliminary case study research formed the basis for a
pilot project that the Berghof Foundation and Fight for Humanity are undertaking for
Myanmar in 2022. 
 
Fight for Humanity also initiated research on non-state armed actors and freedom of
expression with students at the University of York, through cooperation with the
Centre for Applied Human Rights. The preliminary findings of this work, which
continues in 2022 with a new group of students and that is being developed as a
broader academic research project, will be made available in late 2022-early 2023. 

On 1st November 2021, Fight for Humanity participated in the 2021 Geneva Peace
Week by co-organizing an event with the Bulan Institute on the “Repatriation and
rehabilitation of ISIS-linked children and women”. The event focused on assessing
the repatriation, rehabilitation, and reintegration efforts undertaken by several
central Asian countries, who have collectively facilitated the return of hundreds of
nationals. Watch the video here.  
 
On 2nd November 2021, Fight for Humanity further participated in the Geneva Peace
Week through contributions to a webinar session titled “Moving beyond
securitization: What risks (and new horizons) for peacebuilding?” In this session,
Fight for Humanity’s Founder and Co-Director, Mehmet Balci, joined a session with
the Berghof Foundation on the legal and political barriers to peacebuilding
engagement with proscribed groups and the scope for third-party mediation and
peace talks.  
 
On 23 September 2021, Fight for Humanity’s Co-Director and Founder, Anki Sjöberg,
presented on the topic of feminicide at The Geneva Press Club at an event called
“The international recognition of feminicide as a crime similar to genocide.”  

On Human Rights Day, 10 December 2021, Fight for Humanity Co-Director and
Founder, Anki Sjöberg, participated in an open discussion with the Swiss Young
Academy on the Future of Human Rights in the arts field, where she reflected on the
role of non-state armed actors in the implementation of the right to freedom of
expression, notably artistic freedom.  

Geneva Peace Week 2021

Research

Future of Human Rights

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=igD-xaPhnCM
https://twitter.com/youngacademy_ch
https://twitter.com/youngacademy_ch
https://twitter.com/youngacademy_ch


Social
Media
Platfor

m

Name
Numbe

r of
Posts

Number of
Reactions/

Views

Total
Follower

s

Number
of New

Follower
s

 FFH.Geneva 34 590 942 130 

 FfH_Geneva 110
10'500 visits

117
mentions

644 102

 Fight for Humanity 4 1'832 views   

 Fight for Humanity 24
235 reactions

and shares
583 119

 
Fight for Humanity

Newsletter
5  2100  

 
Fight for Humanity

Website
12

articles
7900 visitors   
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Online Community

In the Media  

On 23 August 2021, Fight for Humanity’s Head of Development, Nicolas Sion, spoke
with Radio Cité Genève about our latest projects and endeavors, all of which
promote our mission of protecting human dignity and respect for human rights.
Listen to the interview here.
 
In June of 2021, our Co-Director, Mehmet Balci, was interviewed by Hawar News
about our construction of a platform to assist victims of ISIS in obtaining reparations
and justice. This truth-seeking is at the core of the peacebuilding process in Iraq and
Syria. Read the article here. 

Fight for Humanity communicated regularly online, growing its online presence by
using social media to report on the progress of its projects, participate in advocacy
efforts, and highlight news related to human rights in areas controlled by non-state
armed actors. 

https://www.facebook.com/FFH.Geneva
https://twitter.com/FfH_Geneva
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCxBqOqVedjcfhX8PTUGdqsA
https://www.linkedin.com/company/fight-for-humanity
http://fightforhumanity.org/
https://twitter.com/RadioCiteGeneve
https://bit.ly/3a7nca7
https://bit.ly/3cK8hUQ
https://bit.ly/3cK8hUQ
https://bit.ly/3cK8hUQ


For its third year of existence, Fight for Humanity was able to increase its financial
support with a total income of CHF 731’587 versus CHF 402’693 in 2020 (+81%). This
support came coming from five different partners/donors. This third accounting
period ended up with a surplus of CHF 11’967. 
 
In 2022, Fight for Humanity intends to pursue its collaboration with its different
donors and partners, and continue exploring the possibility of establishing new
partnerships. 

The financial statements were audited by Mazar SA- the full Audit Report is available
here. 

Financial Statements
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Statement of Income and Expenditure 

https://3848af19-2ed2-4045-b6ea-b721d748e98d.usrfiles.com/ugd/3848af_ad7c0cf2b3c542028f311a20724bf48b.pdf


Balance Sheet 
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Operational Team
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Committee

Ruxandra Stoicescu Marc Bonnet Vicken Cheterian
President Treasurer Secretary

Mehmet Balci Anki Sjöberg Beytul Gorkem
Co-Director Co-Director Head of Operations

Nicolas Sion
Head of Development

Associate Experts

Volunteers / Interns

The Fight for Humanity Committee is the leading body of the organization. Every year, 
it organizes the General Assembly and participates in decision-making processes.

Chris Rush Carolin Nehmé Mark Knight
Protection and human
rights expert

Humanitarian norms
expert

Expert on Security &
Human Rights during
transitions and in complex
environments.

Anabelle Colón Matteo Ravizza

Yenna Ji
Intern

Volunteer Intern

Our Team

Chloe Thomas
Intern

Yousef Wehbe 

Iyad Nasar

International human
rights and humanitarian
law expert

International
humanitarian law and
law of armed conflict
expert



Advisory Council

Deborah Berlinck Marianne Boqvist Arianna Calza Bini

Journalist and co-
Founder of HEADLINES

Head, Youth, Peace and
Security and Support to
Civil Society programme
(YCS) at FBA (Folke
Bernadotte Academy)

Head of the Gender and
Mine Action Programme at
the Geneva International
Centre for Humanitarian
Demining

Elisabeth Decrey
Warner
Associate Fellow at the
Geneva Centre for
Security Policy, member
of "Leaders pour la Paix"
and founder of the NGO
Geneva Call

Aymar Durant de
Saint André

Jan Fermon Katharine Fortin

International
Consultant

Secretary General of the
International Association
of Democratic Lawyers

Assistant Professor in
International Law at
Utrecht University

Ashley Jonathan
Clements
Consultant and
Researcher in the
humanitarian field

Aurélie Lamazière Alejandra Miller
Restrepo

James Munn
Senior Humanitarian
Advocacy Advisor at
Save the Children

Member of the Truth
Commission, Colombia

Country Director at 
Norwegian Refugee 
Council (NRC) 

Lorenza Rossi

International Consultant

Angela Muvumba
Sällström

Jonathan Somer

Senior Researcher at the
Nordia Africa Institute

Legal Adviser in
International
Humanitarian Law
with the Danish Red
Cross
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The role of the Advisory Council is to provide strategic and technical advice on the
operational direction of Fight for Humanity. The Advisory Committee has a
consultative role and its members serve in their individual capacity.

Tara Steimer

Archaeologist and lecturer
at the Laboratory of
Prehistoric Archeology and
Anthropology at the
University of Geneva

Amberin Zaman

Senior Correspondent
reporting from the
Middle East, North
Africa and Europe for Al-
Monitor
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Partners: the Swiss Foundation for Mine Action (FSD), Berghof Foundation,
Independent Diplomat and in the countries of operations: Purity, Orient Association,
Right Defence Initiative, Public Aid Organization (PAO), Heartland Alliance
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who continue to bring their support to the organization 
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